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Text 1
Historical development of local government in the UK (stages)

Vocabulary
charter — xapTwusi, rpamora
highway — mocce, aBromarucrpaib
drainage — cTok, KaHaIU3aLHs
maze — nmytaHuia, 1aOUpUHT
urban — roposackoi
rural — cenmbckmii
devolution — mepenava

Greater London Assembly — 6ombioe coopanue Jlonmona

Reading Practice
Task 1. Read and translate the text.

11th Century

Royal charters, justices of the peace, parish bodies, commissions and
benches of citizens. Single purpose bodies provided services like highways,
drainage and charitable education.
Early 19th Century

Led to a maze of separate and varied bodies unable to cope with changes
in society and the economy as a result of the Industrial Revolution.
19" century

In 1888 and 1894 legislation created county councils and urban and rural
district councils.
Mid 1970s and 1990s

Two major reorganisations led to the creation of metropolitan and non-
metropolitan counties and districts in 1974 in England, and the creation of
unitary authorities in England, Scotland and Wales in the 1990s.
1998

Devolution of powers to some regional territories. Legislation in 1998
established the Scottish Parliament, National Assembly for Wales and the
Northern Ireland Assembly.
1999

Greater London Authority Act created the Greater London Assembly and
a directly elected mayor for London.
2003

Elected Regional Assemblies. Regional Assemblies (Preparations) Act
2003. The first referendum was held in the North East of England on 4
November.



Comprehension

Task 2. Enumerate the stages of the historical development of local
government in the U.K. Which of these steps do you consider the most
important?

Text 2
Local government structure

Vocabulary
one-tier — oTHOYPOBHEBBII
two-tier — nByXypoBHEBBI
county council — opran MecTHOTO camoyIpaBiieHusI B rpad)cTBE
district council — opran MecTHOTO caMOyIpaBICHHS B PaliOHE
leisure facilities — Bo3amMoxHOCTH 1J1s1 IPOBEIEHUS TOCYTa
recycling — mepepaboTka
trash — mycop
borough — oxpyr
unitary authority — yauTapHbIii Opras ynpasicHHS
to reduce — cokpainath
to simplify — ymporars
parish — okpyr, npuxon
community — o0IIHOCTH, 00IIKHA, COOOIIIECTBO
allotment — pacnpenenenue, Ha3HAYEHUE
to split up — packanbiBaTh
to maintain — mogepxuBaTh

Reading Practice

Task 1. Scan the text and try to presuppose its main idea.
Task 2. Read and translate the text.

Across the country, local governmental bodies are organised into a
mixture of one-tier and two-tier systems. How your local system is arranged will
depend upon where a person lives.

County and district councils

In most of England, there are two levels: a county council and a district
council. County councils cover large areas and provide most public services,
including schools, social services, and public transportation.

Each county is divided into several districts. District councils cover
smaller areas and provide more local services, including council housing, gyms
and leisure facilities, local planning, recycling and trash collection. District
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councils with borough or city status may be called borough councils or city
councils instead of district council, but their role is exactly the same.

Unitary authorities

In most large towns and cities, and in some small counties, there will be
just one level of local government responsible for all local services. These are
called a 'unitary authority'. Depending where they are in the country, these may
be called metropolitan district councils, borough councils, city councils, county
councils, or district councils.

In London, each borough is a unitary authority, but the Greater London
Authority (the Mayor and Assembly) provides London-wide government with
responsibility for certain services like transport and police.

In April 2009, the government introduced unitary governments in seven
regions in England; reducing 44 local authorities down to just nine. The idea
was to simplify the system, as local residents were increasingly confused about
which local authority was responsible for local services.

In Scotland there is a unitary system with one level of local government.
In Northern Ireland, there are local councils, but most services are carried out by
other organisations.

Town and parish councils

In some parts of England there are also town and parish councils,
covering a smaller area. In Wales, they are called community councils.

They're responsible for services like allotments, public toilets, parks and
ponds, war memorials, and local halls and community centres. They are
sometimes described as the third tier of local government.

In Scotland there are community councils with fewer powers. There is
no equivalent in Northern Ireland.

Joint services

Some local authorities share services covering a wider area, like police,
fire services and public transport. This may be done to avoid splitting up
services when council structures are changed, or because some councils are too
small to run an effective service on their own.

Every part of the UK is covered by a local authority fire and rescue
service. Each of the 59 fire authorities must by law provide a firefighting service
and must maintain a brigade to meet all normal requirements. Each fire authority
appoints a Chief Fire Officer, or Firemaster in Scotland, who has day-to-day
control of operations.



Comprehension

Task 1. Translate the words and their derivatives.

To govern — government — governor — governmental

To organize — organizer — organization — organized

To transp’ort — transportation — transportable — transporter

To collect — collected — collectible — collective — collection

To authorize — authorized — authorship — authorization — authority

Task 2.Find the synonyms to the words from list A in the list B.

A: system, to cover, area, borough, to simplify, structure, part, law,
power.

B: component, entity, plan, span, regulation, to make simpler, district, to

overlay, might.

Task 3. Give the Russian equivalents to the following English words
and word-combinations from the text.

Local governmental bodies; mixture of one-tier and two-tier systems;
district councils; gyms; local planning; borough councils; metropolitan district
councils; city councils; county councils; reducing 44 local authorities down to
just nine; the idea was to simplify the system; but most services are carried out
by other organisations; parish councils; parks and ponds; war memorials; to
avoid splitting up services; some councils are too small to run an effective
service on their own; a firefighting service; to meet all normal requirements;
Chief Fire Officer; who has day-to-day control of operations.

Task 4. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following
Russian words and word-combinations.

ByneT 3aBUCCTH OT TOI'O, I'’IC€ BbI X KUBCTC, IIPCAOCTABJIAIOT 60J’II>IHI/IHCTBO
06H1€CTB6HHI)IX YCIYT, BKJIFOYast HIKOJIBI, COIINAJIBHBIC CJ'Iy>I(6I>I nu
OOIIECTBEHHBIN  TPAHCIOPT; BO3MOKHOCTH  JIJII  TPOBEICHUSA  JIOCYTa;
nepepaboTka W cOOp Mycopa; YHHUTApHBIM OpraH yIOpaBJICHHUS; COBETHI
cooOmiecTBa (OOIIHOCTH); paclpeeieHnus; TPEeTUH ypPOBEHb MECTHOIO
IMPpaBUTCIIbLCTBA, cny>1<6a CITIaCCHUA, G)KCI[HCBHHﬁ KOHTPOJIb 34 OIICpalHusIMU.

Task 5. Match up the following half-sentences.

1) Each county a) covering a wider area like police, fire
services and public transport.

2) In April 2009 the b) is divided into several districts.
government

3) Each of the 59 fire c) introduced unitary governments in
authorities seven regions in England.

4) Some local d) must by law provide a  firefighting
authorities share service and must maintain a brigade to meet
services all normal requirements.




Task 6. Answer the questions to the text.
1) How many levels of local government structure are there in
England?
2) What is a “unitary authority”?
3) What does the Greater London Authority provide London-wide
government with?
4) What system of local government is there in Scotland?
5) What are the community councils responsible for?
Task 7. Sum up the contents of the text.

Text 3
Local government powers and finance

Vocabulary
to be funded - puHancHpoBaTHCS, CyOCUAUPOBATHCS
laid down - ycTtaHOBICHHBIH
far-reaching - nanexo wmymuii
mandatory - o0si3aTenbHbIN, TPUHY TUTEILHBIN
discretionary - geicTByrOINI IO COOCTBEHHOMY YCMOTPEHHUIO
to safeguard — rapanTHpPOBaTH, IPEIOCTABIATH TAPAHTHIO
to exceed - npeBbIIATH
to be challenged to court - GbITh IPUBJICUYCHHBIM K CYIy
set up - opranu3oBaH
devolved - nepenanubIii, aBTOHOMHBIH
rate - temri, CTeneHb, HOpMa, CTaBKA
grant - qotarusi, cyocuaus
eXCessiVe - upe3MepHbIii, 3aBbIIICHHBIH
non - domestic - He BHyTpeHHUI
revenue - noxon
to pool - cymmupoBath
to audit — mpoBepsITH

Task 1. Scan the text and try to presuppose its main idea.
Task 2. Read and translate the text.

Local authorities have a wide range of powers and duties. National
policy is set by central government, but local councils are responsible for all
day-to-day services and local matters. They are funded by government grants,
Council Tax and business rates.

Powers and duties



Local authorities work within the powers laid down under various Acts
of Parliament. Their functions are far-reaching. Some are mandatory, which
means that the authority must do what is required by law. Others are
discretionary, allowing an authority to provide services if it wishes.

In certain cases, ministers have powers to ensure consistent standards to
safeguard public health or to protect the rights of individual citizens. Where
local authorities exceed their statutory powers, they are regarded as acting
outside the law and can be challenged in court.

Central and local government

The main link between local authorities and central government in
England is the Communities and Local Government department. It is
responsible for national policy on how local government is set up, what it does,
how well it works, and how it is funded.

Other central government departments deal with national policy on local
services, in particular:

Department for Children, Schools and Families

Department for Culture, Media and Sport

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

Department of Health

Department for Transport

In Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, local authorities now work
mainly with the devolved governments.

How local government is financed

Local government spending is about a quarter of all public spending in
the UK. Local authorities are funded by a combination of grants from central
government, Council Tax and business rates.

In Northern Ireland, district councils still raise money through a
domestic rate and a business rate.

Grants

Central government (or the devolved government in Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland) provides specific and general grants to enable local authorities
to deliver all the necessary services.

To divide up the funding, the government uses a system that takes into
account the number and value of properties in each area, and how much it costs
to provide services there.

Council Tax



Council Tax provides about a quarter of local funding. Local authorities
set the total Council Tax they need to raise, based on their overall budget for the
year. Each household pays an amount depending on the value of their home.

The government has powers to ensure that increases in local authority
budgets and Council Tax are not excessive.

Business rates

Business rates are a property tax on businesses and other non-domestic
properties. Their formal name is national non-domestic rates.

The national rates are set by central government. The revenue is
collected by local authorities, pooled by central government, and then
redistributed to local authorities.

Auditing of accounts

Local authorities' annual accounts must be audited by independent
auditors appointed by the Audit Commission in England and Wales, or in
Scotland by the Accounts Commission for Scotland. In Northern Ireland, the
chief local government auditor carries out this role.

Local electors have a right to inspect the accounts to be audited. They
may also ask questions and lodge objections with the auditor.

Comprehension

Task 1. Translate the words and their derivatives.

To fund — funded — funding

Minister — ministerial

To protect — protection — protected — protecting — protective — protector —
protectionist

To depend — depending — dependable — dependent — dependence —
independent — independence

To pool — pooling — pooled

To appoint — appointed — appointment

Task 2.Find the antonyms to the words from list A in the list B.

A: responsible, to increase, to spend, to enable, local, consistent,

mandatory, domestic.

B: to decrease, to ban, inconsistent, irresponsible, national, to save,

discretionary, non-domestic.

Task 3. Give the Russian equivalents to the following English words
and word-combinations from the text.

A wide range of powers and duties; in certain cases; ministers have
powers to ensure consistent standards; to protect the rights of individual citizens;
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can be challenged in court; combination of grants from central government;
council tax and business rates; to enable local authorities to deliver all the
necessary services.

Task 4. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following
Russian words and word-combinations.

HaL[I/IOHaJ'IBHaH IIOJIUTHKA, YCTAaHABJINBACTCA HCHTPAJIbHBIM
HpaBI/ITeJ'IBCTBOM; rapaHTupoBaTb O6H.[CCTB€HHO€ 3A0POBLE; KOI'Jla OpraHbl
MCCTHOI'O YIIpaBJICHUA IPCBBIMIAIOT CBOHM Y3aKOHCHHBIC 3aKOHOM ITOJIHOMOYMA,
BCE €I MOyJYaloT JeHbIU; TPUHNMAET BO BHUMaHUE; OOITHi OFOKET 3a TOI;
Ype3MEPHBIN (M3JIUIIHUI); MECTHBIE COOPHI; JOXO/I.

Task 5. Define if the following sentences are true or false.

1) Local authorities work within the powers laid down under various
Acts of Parliament.

2) Some of the functions of local government are mandatory, others
are discretionary.

3) In Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland local authorities now
work mainly with the devolved governments.

4) Business rates are a property tax only on business.

5) The National rates are set by local government.

6) Local electors don’t have a right to inspect the accounts to be
auditied.

Task 6. Answer the questions to the text.

1) What are the local authorities funded by?
2) Which are the functions of local authorities?
3) What is the link between local authorities and central government
in England?
4) What is it responsible for?
5) Enumerate other central government departments.
6) Which is local government’s spending?
7) How is the Revenue collected in England?
Task 7. Sum up the contents of the text.

Text 4
Local councillors

Vocabulary

to run - pykoBoauThH

councillor - coernuk

on behalf - ot numa koro-To

charges - u3nepKku, pacxoibl

ward - aIMHHHUCTPATUBHBIN palOH Topo/Ia, H30UpaTeIbHbBIN OKPYT
allowance - 10BOJILCTBHE, BOSHATPAKICHHE
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eXPENnses - 3aTpaThl

via - uepes, myreM

advice surgery - kKaOUHET, TJI¢ MO’KHO CITPOCHTH COBET

to make a complaint - sxamoBatbcst

overall - Beco, BceoOumii

to be subjected to scrutiny - 6bITh MOABEP)KEHHBIM BHUMATEITLHOMY
OCMOTpY

panel - koMuccus, TPyIa CreUuaIuCTOB

to exclude - uckrouats

to withhold - ynepxxuBath, yranBats, CKphIBaTh

to abide - npungepxuBaTHCA, COOTIOAATH

Task 1. Scan the text and try to presuppose its main idea.
Task 2. Read and translate the text.

Local councils are run by elected councillors who are voted for by local
people. Councillors are responsible for making decisions on behalf of the
community about local services, for example rubbish collection and leisure
facilities, and agreeing budgets and Council Tax charges.

Representing the community

Councillors are elected by the local community and are there to represent
its views. Each councillor represents an area called a ward, serving for four
years. There are more than 20,000 elected councillors in England and Wales,
representing their communities in 410 local authorities.

The work of a councillor includes holding surgeries to help local people,
supporting local organisations, campaigning on local issues, and developing
links with all parts of the community.

Councillors are not paid a salary or wages, but they are entitled to
allowances and expenses to cover some of the costs of carrying out their public
duties. They are not council employees. The elected councillors provide the
policies, and then paid employees (council officers) put them into practice.

If you want to discuss any issues with your local councillor, you can
contact them via your local authority or attend the councillor's advice surgery.
Advice surgeries are available for local people to ask for help or advice, make a
complaint or enquire about local authority services.

Decision making and scrutiny

Councils have different ways of making decisions. Since 2000 most
councils in England have had a small executive group that is responsible for the
overall business of the council. Its decisions are subject to scrutiny by a different
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group of councillors who meet in overview and scrutiny panels, to check and
monitor what the council does.

Smaller councils often have a committee structure dealing with separate
aspects of the council's business, rather than having executive and scrutiny
panels.

While the full council (a meeting of all members of the council) is
theoretically responsible for all the decisions made, in practice most of the work
is delegated to smaller groups of councillors or council officers (employees).

The arrangements are designed to ensure that people know who in the
council is responsible for taking decisions, how they can have an input into
decision making, and how they can hold decision makers to account.

Council meetings

You can attend most meetings of the council, although usually you will
not be able to speak at them. Every council must publish a ‘forward work plan'
listing the decisions that will be taken over the coming months. They also
publish meeting papers at least five working days in advance, and afterwards
they publish the minutes of the meeting, summarising the decisions made.

Local authorities may exclude the public from meetings and withhold
papers only in limited circumstances.

Declaration of interest

All local councillors abide by a code of conduct, part of which requires
them to declare any financial interests, gifts or hospitality that could influence
any decisions they make.

All local authorities must publish these declarations, and you can usually
access this information via the authority's website or at the town hall.

Comprehension

Task 1. Translate the words and their derivatives.

To elect — electable — election — elective — electoral

To support — support — supporter — supporting

To develop — developed — developer — developing — development —
developmental

To cover — covered — covering — coverage

To provide — provided — provider — providing — provision

To discuss — discussion — discussed — discussing

To complain — complaint — complaining — complained

Task 2.Find the synonyms to the words from list A in the list B.

A: to be run, for example, salary, to be entitled, to contact, via, in

practice, to attend, although, coming, afterwards, to summarise.

12



B: to deal, to be governed, to sum up, in fact, to visit, wages, for

instance, future, after, though, to have a right to, through.

Task 3. Give the Russian equivalents to the following English words
and word-combinations from the text.

Are run by the elected councilors; to represent views; to help local
people; to campaign on local issues; provide the policies, to contact via local
authority, councillor’s advice surgery; to scrutiny; scrutiny panels; although
usually you will not be able to speak at them; at least; to exclude public from
meetings.

Task 4. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following
Russian words and word-combinations.

3a KOTOPLIX I'OJIOCYIOT MCCTHBIC JIYOJH; OT JIMIA COO6HICCTBa; HaIIpHUMCP
y60p1<a MYyCOpa U BO3MOKHOCTH IIPOBCACHUA JOCYId, pa3dBHBad CBA3U CO BCCMU
qacCTiaMU COO6HICCTBa; ITOKAJIOBAThHCA, IIPUHUMATb PCHICHHUC, B
,Z[CﬁCTBI/ITGJIBHOCTI/I OoJpIlIasg 4acTh pa6OTI>I nepcaacTca MCHBIIUM I'PYIIIIaM
COBCTHHKOB HJIM CIy)XallUM COBCTA, IICPCUHCIIAA PCHICHUA, KOTOPLIC 6y,Z[YT
IIPUHATD B omoKauime MCECHAIIBI.

Task 5. Define if the following sentences are true or false.

1) Councillors are responsible for making decisions on behalf of
the community about local services.
2) Each councillor represents an area called a ward serving for 5
years.
3) Councillors are paid a salary or wages.
4) You can attend most meetings of the council.
Task 6. Answer the questions to the text.
1) What do councilors do?
2) How many elected councilors are there in England and Wales
now?
3) Since what time have most councils in England had a small
executive group?
4) What must every councilor publish?
5) What must councilors abide?
6) Where can you find the information about councillor’s
declarations?
Task 7. Sum up the contents of the text.

Text 5
Local government elections

Vocabulary
crown servant - ciryra KOpOHBI
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service voter - u3ouparesb, HAXOSIIHICA Ha TOCYAapCTBEHHOM CIIyKOe

overseas Voter - HHOCTpaHHBIN H30UpaTENh

“first-past-the-post™ voting system - cucrema BEIOOPOB, ITPH KOTOPOit
o0eKIaeT KaHauaaT, HabpaBIuii HaHOOJIbINIEEe YKCIIO TOJIOCOB H30HUpareei

“top up” basis - ocHOBa «J103aITOJIHEHHUSD

to allocate - pacnipenensars, Ha3HAYATH

ballot - n3buparenpHbIi OIOIETEHD

“single transferable vote” system - cucrema rosocoBanus ¢ yKa3aHHEeM
KaHAMIaTa B MOPSAKE MPEIANOYTCHHUS

Task 1. Scan the text and try to presuppose its main idea.
Task 2. Read and translate the text.

In a local election, you vote for the councillors who run the local
services. Councillors are elected for a term of four years, though in some areas
they're not all elected at the same time, so elections may take place more often.

Who can vote

You can vote in local government elections if you have registered to vote
and you are: a British citizen living in the UK, a Commonwealth citizen living
in the UK, a citizen of the Irish Republic living in the UK, a European Union
citizen living in the UK, registered to vote as a Crown Servant, registered to vote
as a service voter.

You cannot vote in local government elections if you are: a British
citizen living abroad and registered as an overseas voter.

How to vote for local authorities

The way you vote for local councillors is similar to voting for Members
of Parliament in a general election. In England and Wales, the candidate who
gets the most votes wins — this is called a 'first-past-the-post' voting system.

When you vote in a local election, the ballot paper will list all the
candidates standing to be a councillor in your area. You may be asked to vote
for more than one candidate, depending on where a person lives.

In Scotland and Northern Ireland, you will be asked to rank the
candidates in order of preference. This is called the 'single transferable vote'
system, a form of proportional representation.

How to vote for the Greater London Authority

In elections for the Mayor of London, you will be asked to mark your
first and second choice on your ballot paper, though you don't have to give a
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second choice. If no candidate receives more than half of the first choice votes,
then second choice votes for the two leading candidates are taken into account to
decide the overall winner.

For the London Assembly elections, London is divided into 14
constituencies, whose members are elected using the first-past-the-post system.
A further 11 London-wide seats are allocated on a 'top-up' basis, where votes are
counted across London and the seats are shared among the political parties in
proportion to the votes each party receives.

When elections are held

Local elections take place at least every four years. There are several
types of election, because local authorities are organised in different ways,
depending on where a peson lives. Either: all of the councillors are elected every
four years; half of the councillors are elected every two years; a third of the
councillors are elected every year for three years, with no elections in the fourth
year.

Comprehension

Task 1. Translate the words and their derivatives.

To register — registered — registering — registration

To prefer — preference — preferable

To transfer — a transfer — transferable — transeferability — transeference

To represent — representation — representative — representativeness —
representational

To mark — a mark — marked — a marker

To win — winning — a winner

Task 2.Find the synonyms to the words from list A in the list B.

A: overseas, to receive, form, type, way, overall, choice, to take into

account, to decide.

B: to consider, foreign, variant, kind, universal, to get, option, to make

up ones’ mind.

Task 3. Give the Russian equivalents to the following English words
and word-combinations from the text.

Elections; may take place more often; a British citizen living in the UK;
registered to vote as a service voter; similar; ballot paper; in order of preference;
if no candidate receives more than half of the first choice votes; across London;
with no elections in the fourth year.

Task 4. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following
Russian words and word-combinations.

Ha MecTHbIX BBIOOpax; COBETHHKH W30UpAIOTCS HA MATWICTHUHA CPOK;
MOJXHO TIOJOCOBAThb 3a IIPaBUTCIILCTBO Ha MCCTHBIX BBI60an; KUTCIIb
coobmiecTBa, mpoxuBarommuii B CoenquunenHoM KopoiieBcTBe; cucteMa BRIOOPOB,
IpY KOTOPOH MOOEKIaeT KaHAUAAT, HaOpaBIIui HanOONBIIIEEe YUCIO TOJIOCOB
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I/I36I/IpaTeJIeﬁ; B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT TOI'O, I'I€ KUBCT YCIIOBCK, Ha BLI60an MOpa
JlonoHa; o0 NOOETUTEND.
Task 5. Define if the following sentences are true or false.
1) You cannot vote if you are a citizen of the Irish republic.
2) You can vote in a local government elections if you are a British
citizen living abroad and registered as an overseas voter.
3) Local elections take at least every four years.
4) There are several types of election.
Task 6. Answer the questions to the text.
1) Whom can you vote in a local election?
2) Can you vote if you’re registered as a Crown Servant?
3) What’s the name of the form of proportional representation in
Scotland and Northern Ireland?
4) How many constituencies is London divided into?
5) What’s the name of the basis further 11 London-wide seats are
allocated?
Task 7. Sum up the contents of the text.

Text 6
Mayors
Vocabulary
mayor - Map
chain - nens

robe - maHTHs, OlETHUE

binding referendums - orpannuuTenbHBIC 00S3aTEIBLCTBA
petition - mporenue, npocsoa

to intervene - BMEMIUBATLCS, IPOMCXOIANUTD

provost - mpoBocT, M3p

Task 1. Scan the text and try to presuppose its main idea.
Task 2. Read and translate the text.

There are two types of mayor with different roles. Many local councils
have a mayor for ceremonial duties, who is chosen by the councillors. A few
councils have an elected mayor with the power to make decisions, who is chosen
by the public.

Ceremonial mayors
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Some districts have the ceremonial title of borough or city, granted by
royal authority. Traditionally, their councillors choose a mayor (in Scotland a
provost) to act as presiding officer and to perform civic ceremonial duties.

The mayor represents the district at ceremonial and social events, meets
important visitors, and chairs council meetings. Their role is non-political and
they cannot make decisions about council business. Mayors wear a gold chain of
office and a red robe on special occasions.

In the City of London and certain other large cities, they are known as
the Lord Mayor. In Scotland, the presiding officer of the council of the four
longest established cities (Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh and Glasgow) is called
the Lord Provost.

In local councils which don't have borough or city status, there is a
chairman of the council instead of a mayor, who performs the same functions.

Elected mayors

New decision-taking structures for local authorities in England and
Wales were introduced in the Local Government Act 2000, including the option
of a directly elected mayor.

Elected mayors are responsible for the day-to-day running of local
services. They are voted for by local people, and serve for four years. They
provide political leadership to the council and the community, and carry out the
local authority's policies.

The best known elected mayor is the Mayor of London, who heads the
Greater London Authority - not to be confused with the Lord Mayor of London.
However, the Mayor of London has wider, more strategic powers than other
elected mayors.

Systems of leadership

In most local authorities the arrangements are based on one of three
executive frameworks: a mayor and cabinet, a council leader and cabinet, a
mayor and council manager.

Within these options, local authorities have flexibility to work under a
constitution that reflects local circumstances. Most English and Welsh local
authorities have opted for a style of executive where the leader of the cabinet is
chosen by other councillors.

Small district councils with a population of less than 85,000 also had the
choice of reforming their existing committee system.

Referendums for an elected mayor
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Provisions in the Local Government Act 2000 required councils in
England and Wales to hold binding referendums if, following consultation, local
people indicated that they wanted to directly elect a mayor under the new
executive arrangements.

Councils may choose to hold a referendum, but local residents can also
force a referendum with a petition signed by at least five per cent of registered
voters in the area.

Although the Government has powers to direct a local authority to hold a
referendum in certain circumstances, in June 2002 it announced that it would not
intervene in cases where it did not agree with the judgement made by a council
following consultation.

Comprehension

Task 1. Translate the words and their derivatives.

To differ — different — difference — differentiate — differentiated —
differently

To establish — established — establishment

To perform — performance — a performer —performing

To lead — a leader — leadership — leading

To execute — execution — executioner — executor

To arrange — arrangement — arranged —arranging

To announce — an announcer — announcement

To judge — a judge —judgement

To consult — a consultant — consultation — consultancy — a consultee —
consulting

Task 2.Find the synonyms to the words from list A in the list B.

A: To choose; chairman; important; occasion; area; existing; special; to

be confused.

B: Particular; chief, to take up; case; territory; crucial; to be mixed up;

current.

Task 3. Give the Russian equivalents to the following English words
and word-combinations from the text.

Ceremonial duties; granted by royal authority; to act as a presiding
officer; have opted for a style of executive; to force a referendum with a
petition; certain circumstances; announced; it would not intervene; following
consultation; arrangement; are based on one of three executive frameworks.

Task 4. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following
Russian words and word-combinations.

CymectByer 2 TuUNa MIPOB C PA3IMYHBIMH POJISIMH;, OOIIECTBEHHBIE
COOBITHS; W3BECTHBI Kak Jlopa MOpBI; BCTpedaeT BaKHBIX MOCETHTEICH;
pa60TaTb B COOTBETCTBUHU C KOHCTHTyHHeﬁ, KOTOpasd OTpaxKacT MCCTHBIC
0COOEHHOCTH; CYIIECTBYIOIIAsI CUCTEMA KOMUTETA; pedepeHIyM; TOIMUCAHHYIO
1o KpaitHeit mepe 5 % 3aperucTpupoBaHHBIX U30UpaTeseil B 3TON 00JIacTH.
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Task 5. Define if the following sentences are true or false.
1) Some districts have the ceremonial title of borough or city,
granted by royal authority.
2) Ceremonial mayors wear a silver chain of office and a red rose on
special occasions.
3) New decision-making structures for local authorities in England
and Wales were introduced in the Local Government Act 2001.
4) The Mayor of London has more strategic powers than other
elected mayors.
Task 6. Answer the questions to the text.
1) Which two kinds of mayors can you point out from the text?
2) What is the role of ceremonial mayors?
3) What do ceremonial mayors wear?
4) How is the presiding officer of the council in Scotland called?
5) What are the elected mayors responsible for?
6) Who is the best known elected mayor?
Task 7. Sum up the contents of the text.

Text7
Political parties

Vocabulary
to evolve - pa3BuBath, mpeBpamarh
to merge - ciuBathb
to oppose - Bo3paxkars
Chief Whips - «'1aBHbINi KHYT»
counterpart - TBOMHUK, aHAJIOT
forthcoming - npeacrosiumii, TPy
donation - nap, mo>xepTBOBaHUE
Plaid Cymry [‘plaid ‘komri] - mapTus BaJUTHICKMX HAIIMOHAIUCTOB
Sinn Fein [fin “fein] - Upnanackas pecnyOauKkaHCcKas mapTHsI
Ulster Unionist Party - [Taptus coxpanenust CepepHoii Upnanauu B

coctaBe CoenuneHHoro KoposneBcTBa, OHHOHUCTCKAs APTUSA

Respect - monuTrueckas mapTvs COUUAIUCTOB B AHIJIMHU U Y 3JIbCe

Task 1. Scan the text and try to presuppose its main idea.
Task 2. Read and translate the text.

The party system is based on political groups with their own policies,

which compete for the support of the public to win power. In Parliament, the
two parties with the most Members of Parliament (MPs) form the government
and the opposition.
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A political party is an organised group of people who have similar ideas
about how the country should be run. Their aim is to get their candidates elected
to political power.

After a general election, the party with the most MPs usually forms the
new government. The second largest party becomes the official opposition, with
its own leader and 'shadow cabinet'. Most candidates in elections, and almost all
winning candidates, belong to one of the main parties. If an MP doesn't have a
political party, he is known as an 'Independent'.

History of the party system

The system of political parties has existed since at least the 18th century.
It evolved from the historical division of Whigs and Tories in the Stuart period.
For the past 150 years, Britain has had a mainly two-party system, in which two
parties dominate although there may be other parties.

Since 1945, either the Conservative Party or the Labour Party has held
power. The Liberal Democrats, the third biggest party in the UK, were formed
when the Liberal Party merged with the Social Democratic Party in 1988.

Political parties represented at Parliament

The UK has a wide range of political parties, including national parties
in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The following parties have members in
the House of Commons or the House of Lords: Labour Party; Conservative
Party; Liberal Democrat; Scottish National Party (SNP); Plaid Cymru - the Party
of Wales; Democratic Unionist Party (DUP); Sinn Féin; Social Democratic and
Labour Party (SDLP); Ulster Unionist Party (UUP); Respect; UK Independence
Party (UKIP); Independent Labour; Independent Conservative.

The role of political parties in Parliament

The effectiveness of the party system in Parliament relies on the
relationship between the government and the opposition parties.

The opposition parties contribute to policy and legislation through
constructive criticism, oppose government proposals that they disagree with, and
put forward their own policies to improve their chances of winning the next
general election.

Leaders of the government and opposition sit opposite each other on the
front benches in the debating chamber of the House of Commons. Their
supporters, called the 'backbenchers’, sit behind them.

There are similar seating arrangements in the House of Lords, but peers
who don't wish to be associated with any political party choose to sit on the
‘crossbenches'.
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Chief Whips

The government Chief Whips in the Commons and the Lords, in
consultation with their opposition counterparts, arrange the scheduling of
government business. Collectively, the Chief Whips are often referred to as 'the
usual channels’ when the question of finding time for a particular item of
business is being discussed.

The Chief Whips and their assistants, who are usually chosen by the
party leaders, manage their parliamentary parties. Their duties include keeping
members informed of forthcoming parliamentary business, maintaining the
party's voting strength by ensuring that members attend important debates, and
passing on to the party leadership the opinions of backbench members.

Party funding

The Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 aims to make
party funding more open. It specifies that:1) parties can only accept donations of
over £500 from 'permissible donors', who are individuals on the UK electoral
register, registered companies incorporated in the EU which do business in the
UK, registered political parties, or trade unions; 2) all donations of over £7,500
to a political party's central organisation must be reported to the Electoral
Commission on a quarterly basis, or weekly during a general election campaign;
3) organisations or individuals who campaign but don't stand for election (like
trade unions) must register with the Electoral Commission if they spend more
than specific limits on campaigns. In England, the limit is £10,000. In Scotland,
Wales or Northern Ireland the limit is £5,000; 4) all donations of over £1,500 to
‘accounting units', like a constituency association, must be reported to the
Electoral Commission.

Comprehension

Task 1. Translate the words and their derivatives.

To form — a form — formation — formed — forming — a former

To belong — belongings

To contribute — contribution — contributing — contributor

To construct — constructor — construction — constrictive

To improve — improver — improvement — improvable

To maintain — maintenance

To accept — accepted — acceptee — acceptor — acceptable — acceptability
Task 2.Find the synonyms to the words from list A in the list B.

A: Similar; range; to be associated; incorporated; forthcoming; to
oppose; to evolve.

B: To develop; row; included; to disagree; to be related; future; alike.
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Task 3. Give the Russian equivalents to the following English words
and word-combinations from the text.

Most MPs; the second largest party; “shadow cabinet”; he is known as
“an Independent”; two parties dominate; Labour Party; merged; including
National parties in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland; to be associated with
political party; scheduling of government business; particular item; to manage;
maintaining the party’s voting strength; to attend important debates.

Task 4. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following
Russian words and word-combinations.

DopMUPYIOT MPABUTEIHCTBO U OMIO3UIIMIO; TTOCIE BCEOOIINX BHIOOPOB;
IIPUHAJIEKUT K OJHOM W3 TJIABHBIX MAPTUU; NBYXIIApTUHHAS cuctema; llaprus
KoncepBaropos; [lapTusi nubGepaibHbIX JEMOKPATOB; MIPHI; «[JTaBHBIA KHYTY;
IIOMOIIHUK; ITPCACTOAIMMNC ITIAPJIaMCHTCKHUC YTCHUA.

Task 5. Define if the following sentences are true or false.

1) A political party is an organized group of people who have
different ideas about how the country should be run.

2) The system of political parties evolved from the historical division
of Whigs and Tories in the Stuart period.

3) The opposition parties contribute to policy and legislation through
constructive criticism, oppose government proposals that they
disagree with.

4) The Political parties, Elections and referendums Act 2000 aims to
make party funding more open.

Task 6. Answer the questions to the text.

1) What is the party system based on?

2) What is the aim of a political party?

3) Since what time the system of political parties existed?

4) Enumerate some national parties in Scotland, Wales and Northern
Ireland.

5) What does the effectiveness of the party system rely?

6) Whom do we call “backbenchers”?

7) What does The Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act
2000 aim?

Task 7. Sum up the contents of the text.

Text 8
The European Union

Vocabulary
To promote — npoaBUraTh, COICHCTBOBATh
The main decision-making body — rinaBHbIi opraH, OTBETCTBEHHBIH 3a
NPUHATHE PEIICHHE
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To rotate — nepemeniaTh, CMEHATH

Unanimously — equHoyHo, €HHOTIACHO

Overall — o0mwii, moIHbBIHI

Agenda — oBecTKa JHs, Iporpamma

Priority — npuopuret

To draft — cocTaByATh TU1aH, HAOPACKIBATH, BBIICIIATH
To put into effect — ocymecTBisiTh, MPUBOAUTH B IEHCTBHE
To bring proceedings — npeabsBIATH UCK

To be bound — ObITE 00s13aHHEIM

Lobbying — mo66upoBanue

Devolution — mepemaua Bactu

Task 1. Scan the text and try to presuppose its main idea.
Task 2. Read and translate the text.

The European Union (EU) is a partnership of 27 democratic countries,
working together for the benefit of all their citizens. It aims to promote social
and economic progress among its members, common foreign and security
positions, police and judicial co-operation in criminal matters, and European
citizenship.

Member states

The 27 countries in the EU are listed below, by the year they joined:

1958 - Belgium, France, (West) Germany, Italy, Luxembourg,
Netherlands

1973 - Denmark, Ireland, UK

1981 - Greece

1986 - Portugal, Spain

1995 - Austria, Finland, Sweden

2004 - Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania,
Malta, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia

2007 - Romania, Bulgaria

Croatia, Macedonia and Turkey are official candidates to join the EU.

Map of EU countries opens new window.

The Council of the European Union
The Council of the European Union - informally called the Council of
Ministers - is the main decision-making body, which approves European laws

(jointly with the European Parliament). The Presidency of the Council rotates
every six months from one member state to the next.
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Meetings are attended by the relevant minister from each country,
depending on the subject. For example, when health matters are being discussed,
the UK's Secretary of State for Health attends, with their European counterparts.

The Council can take decisions either by simple majority, by qualified
majority, or unanimously on the most important issues. In most cases, the
Council uses qualified majority voting, a weighted system which means that
each member state has a certain number of votes reflecting its size and
population. A majority of the member states must be in favour, as well as a
minimum number of overall votes.

The European Council

The European Council is made up of the presidents or prime ministers of
each member state, accompanied by their foreign ministers, and the President of
the European Commission. They meet up to four times a year in 'European
summits' to set the EU's overall agenda and priorities. The meetings are chaired
by whichever country holds the EU Presidency.

The European Commission

The European Commission is the executive body, similar to the UK civil
service. It implements the agenda set by the European Council, by drafting new
laws and ensuring that member states put them into effect.

Every member country nominates one Commissioner, who is responsible
for a specific policy area, for example, education, transport or agriculture. The
Commissioners are entirely independent of their countries and serve the EU as a
whole.

The European Parliament

The European Parliament is made up of MEPs (Members of the
European Parliament) elected by the people of EU countries. It approves laws
jointly with the Council of Ministers.

The European Courts

Each member state sends a judge to the European Court of Justice in
Luxembourg. The court ensures that laws passed at a European level are applied
and interpreted correctly. In certain circumstances, individuals can also bring
proceedings against EU institutions.

The Court of Auditors also has one member from each member state. It
reviews the accounts of the European Union, to verify that the funds are used
legally, economically, efficiently and effectively, and for the intended purpose.
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The UK in the European Union

As a member of the European Union, the UK is bound by various
legislation and policies. These are based on a series of treaties since the 1950s,
which set out the EU's powers and how it can use them.

UK government ministers take part in the discussions and decision-
making, and the final decision is taken collectively by all the member states.

The United Kingdom Permanent Representation to the European Union
(UKRep) represents the UK's interests in the EU. Based in Brussels, UKRep
conducts most of the negotiations and lobbying on behalf of the UK
government. Following UK devolution, offices were opened in Brussels to
promote the interests of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, working closely
with UKRep.

Comprehension

Task 1. Translate the words and their derivatives.

To promote — promoter — promoting — promotion

To secure — secured — security — securely

To lobby — lobbyism — lobbyist

To intend — intended — intending — intendant

To proceed — proceedings

To conduct — conducting — conductor

Task 2.Find the synonyms to the words from list A in the list B.

A: to put into practice, rotates, correctly, relevant, certain, next, to take

part in, benefit.

B: following, definite, in a right way, appropriate, use, to put into effect,

to participate, changes.

Task 3. Give the Russian equivalents to the following English words
and word-combinations from the text.

For the benefit of all their citizens; aims to promote social and economic
progress; when health matters are being discussed; in favour; European summit;
agenda; priority; it reviews the accounts of the European Union; to verify; for
the intended purpose; is bound by various legislation and policies; based on a
series of treaties; devolution; decision-making; collectively.

Task 4. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following
Russian words and word-combinations.

[TapTHEpCcTBO 27 MEMOKpPATHYECKUX TOCYIApPCTB; MOJUIMS U CyAcOHOe
COTPYAHUYCCTBO B KPUMHUHAJIbHBIX ACJIAX, eBponeﬁcxoe I'paXKaIaHCTBO, IIPOCTOC
60JII>HH/IHCTBO; CAUHOIJIaCHO, MHUHHUMAJIBHOC YHCIIO O6HII/IX T'0OJIOCOB, COCTOUT
HN3; B COIIPOBOXIACHHH CBOUX HHOCTPAHHBIX MHHHCTPOB, 0,[[06p$ICT 3aKOHBI,
MOTYT IPEIBSIBUTH UCK; 3aKOHHO; 3()PEKTUBHO.

Task 5. Define if the following sentences are true or false.
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1) Greece joined the European Union in 1982.
2) The Presidency of the Council rotates every six months from one
member state to the next.
3) The Council of the European Union is the main legislative body.
4) Every member country nominates two Commissioners, who are
responsible for a specific policy area, for example, education,
transport or agriculture.
5) As a member of the European Union, the UK is not bound by
various legislation and policies.
Task 6. Answer the questions to the text.
1) What is the European Union?
2) Enumerate some member states of the European Union.
3) What is the informal name of the Council of the European Union?
4) What is the European Council?
5) Are the European Commissioners dependent or independent of
their countries?
6) What does the European Parliament do?
7) What is the function of the UKRep?
Task 7. Sum up the contents of the text.

Text 9
The Commonwealth

Vocabulary
Voluntarily — mo6poBosibHO
Faith — Bepa
Charter — ycras
Unifying — o0benuustonuii
To reinforce — ycunuBaTh, yKpeIIsITh
Intergovernmental — mexrocyiapcTBeHHbIH
Ministerial — MuHUCTEpPCKMIA, TPABUTEIBCTBEHHBIN

Task 1. Scan the text and try to presuppose its main idea.
Task 2. Read and translate the text.

The Commonwealth is a voluntary association of independent countries,
nearly all of which were once British territories. There are 53 members
including the United Kingdom, which co-operate in the common interests of
their people.

Principles and aims
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The Commonwealth promotes international peace and security,
democracy, liberty and equal rights, as well as economic and social
development. It opposes all forms of racial discrimination.

It represents nearly two billion people — almost a third of the world's
population — from a wide range of faiths, races, cultures and traditions.

The Commonwealth does not have a formal charter or constitution. Its
structure is based on unwritten and traditional procedures, but it is guided by a
series of agreements on its principles and aims. These are Declarations or
Statements which have been issued by Commonwealth Heads of Government at
various summits.

Head of the Commonwealth

The Queen is Head of the Commonwealth. This is a symbolic and
unifying role, which reinforces the links by which the Commonwealth joins
people together from around the world.

The Queen and other members of the Royal Family regularly visit
Commonwealth countries. The Queen also has regular meetings with Heads of
Government from Commonwealth countries, and attends the Commonwealth
Day celebrations in London every year, on the second Monday in March.

Commonwealth realms

The Queen is also Head of State in the UK and 15 other independent
states, their overseas territories and dependencies. These countries, known as
Commonwealth realms, are: Antigua and Barbuda, Australia, The Bahamas,
Barbados, Belize, Canada, Grenada, Jamaica, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea,
St Christopher and Nevis, St Lucia, St Vincent and the Grenadines, Solomon
Islands, Tuvalu.

In each country where she is Head of State, The Queen is represented by
a Governor-General, appointed by her on the advice of the ministers of the
country concerned, and independent of the UK government.

In the overseas territories, the Queen is usually represented by governors
responsible to the UK government for the administration of the countries in
which they serve.

Commonwealth Secretariat
The Commonwealth Secretariat, based in London, is the main
intergovernmental agency of the Commonwealth. It helps to organise the

Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM), which takes place
every two years in a different Commonwealth country.

27



The Secretariat also helps to organise ministerial meetings and other
conferences. It administers assistance programmes agreed at these meetings,
including those of the Commonwealth Fund for Technical Co-operation, which
provides expertise, advisory services and training to developing countries in the
Commonwealth.

Commonwealth Games

The Commonwealth Games are a friendly, world class, multi-sports
event, held every four years. They are open to eligible competitors from all
Commonwealth nations.

Although the United Kingdom is a single Commonwealth country,
England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, Guernsey, Jersey and the Isle of
Man all compete in the Games as separate nations.

The 2002 Commonwealth Games were hosted in Manchester. This was
the biggest sporting event ever held in the UK, with more than 5,000 athletes
and team officials taking part in 17 sports. The 2006 Games were in Melbourne,
Australia. The 2010 Games will be in Delhi, India, and the 2014 Games will be
held in Glasgow, Scotland.

Comprehension

Task 1. Translate the words and their derivatives.

To oppose — opposing — opposite — opposition

To assist — assistance — assistant — assisting

To celebrate — celebrated — celebration — celebrity

To reinforce — reinforced —reinforcement — reinforcing

To train — trained — trainer — trainee

To separate — separator — separated — separatist — separable — separately

Task 2.Find the synonyms to the words from list A in the list B.

A: aim; athlete; realm; liberty; guided by; assistance; competitor.

B: leaded by; aid; participant; freedom; sportsman; area; purpose.

Task 3. Give the Russian equivalents to the following English words
and word-combinations from the text.

Voluntary association; promotes international peace and security; a
series of agreements; various summits; unifying role; reinforces the links;
Commonwealth realms; the main intergovernmental agency; helps to organise
ministerial meetings; assistance; provides expertise; advisory services; open to
eligible competitors; racial discrimination; a wide range of faiths and races.

Task 4. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following
Russian words and word-combinations.

HesaBucumMbie CcTpaHbl; KOTOpbIE KOT/Aa-TO ObLIM  bpuTanckummu
TEPPUTOPHUSIMHU; KOTOPHIE COTPYAHUYAIOT B OOIIMX HHTEPECax CBOMX JIIOJCH;
OCHOBdHA Ha HCIMCAHHBIX W TPAJUIMUOHHLIX IIpOLCAYypax; IJIaB COO6HIGCTBa;
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CI/IMBOJII/I‘{HBIfI; APYIruc 4JICHBI KOpOJ’IGBCKOfI CCMbH; IMOCCHIACT IIPAa3aHOBAHUA
JHA COO6H1€CTBa; BO BTOpOﬁ IMOHCACIIBHUK MapTa, IMIPCACTABJICHA I'CHCPAJI-
ry0epHaTopoM; 10 COBETY MUHHUCTPOB 3aTparuBaeMoi CTpaHbl; pa3BUBAIOIITHECS
ctpanbl CooO1recTRa.
Task 5. Define if the following sentences are true or false.
1) The Commonwealth has a formal charter or constitution.
2) The Queen and other members of the Royal Family rarely visit
Commonwealth countries.
3) The Commonwealth Games are a friendly, world class, multi-
sports event, held every five years.
4) The 2002 Commonwealth Games were hosted in Manchester.
5) England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, Guernsey, Jersey and
the Isle of Man don’t compete in the Games as separate nations.
Task 6. Answer the questions to the text.
1) What does the Commonwealth represent?
2) Who is the head of the Commonwealth?
3) When does the Queen attend the Commonwealth day?
4) What countries are known as Commonwealth realms?
5) Where is the Commonwealth Secretariat based?
Task 7. Sum up the contents of the text.

Text 10
The United Nation Organization

Vocabulary
Commitment — 00s13aTenBLCTBO
To maintain — moaaep;KuBaTh, COXPAaHATh
To threaten — yrpoxars
To mediate — ObITH TOCPETHUKOM, COIEHCTBOBATH
Ceasefire — npekpailieHue OrHs, TIEPEMHUPHUEC
Guidance — pykoBOACTBO
Renewable — B0300HOBIIIEMBII

Task 1. Scan the text and try to presuppose its main idea.
Task 2. Read and translate the text.

The United Nations (UN) is an international organisation created in
1945, after the end of World War 11. The UK and 50 other countries signed the
UN Charter - a commitment to preserve peace through international co-
operation. Nearly every nation in the world now belongs to the UN, with 192
member countries.
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The General Assembly

All countries in the UN are represented in the General Assembly - a
‘parliament of nations' which meets to consider the world's most pressing
problems. Each member state has one vote. The type of issues that may be
discussed include globalisation, AIDS, conflict in Africa and how to help new
democracies.

Decisions on key areas such as peace and security, admitting new
members and the UN budget need a two-thirds majority, while other matters
only need a simple majority (the largest share of the votes).

The Security Council

The most powerful part of the United Nations is the Security Council,
with responsibility for maintaining peace and international security. The Council
can meet at any time, whenever peace is threatened.

There are 15 Council members. Five of these - the UK, China, France,
Russia and the United States - are permanent members. The other 10 members
are elected by the General Assembly for a two-year term.

Decisions made by the Council require nine 'yes' votes out of 15. A
decision cannot pass if there is a 'no' vote or a veto from one of the five
permanent members, such as the UK.

When the Council considers a threat to international peace, it first
explores ways to settle the dispute peacefully. It may suggest a settlement, or try
to mediate between the countries involved. In the event of fighting, the Council
will try to secure a ceasefire. It may also send a peace-keeping mission to help
maintain a truce and to keep opposing forces apart.

The UN can also take action to enforce its decisions. It can impose
economic sanctions or order a ban on arms sales to specific countries. On rare
occasions, the Council has authorised member states to use ‘all necessary
means', including military action, to see that decisions are carried out.

The Secretariat

When decisions are made by the General Assembly or the Security
Council, the Secretariat is responsible for providing the support work necessary
to carry out the decisions. It consists of departments and offices with a total of
14,000 staff (7,000 working temporarily on special projects), drawn from more
than 170 countries.

At its head is the Secretary-General, who provides overall administrative
guidance. Secretaries-General serve for renewable five-year terms; most have
served two terms. The current Secretary-General is Ban Ki-moon of South
Korea (pictured above), who took up the post in January 2007.
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The UN headquarters are in New York, with other offices in Geneva,
Vienna, Nairobi and other locations.

Comprehension

Task 1. Translate the words and their derivatives.

To preserve — preservation

To admit — admitted — admittance — admissible — admission

To settle — settled — settlement — settler

Task 2.Find the synonyms to the words from list A in the list B.

A: key; to suggest; location; involved,; to try; permanent; to help.

B: to assist; to offer; to assist; main; place; constant; to make an attempt.

Task 3. Give the Russian equivalents to the following English words
and word-combinations from the text.

General Assembly; commitment; globalization; AIDS; issues; require
nine 'yes' votes out of 15; matters; a decision cannot pass; it first explores ways
to settle the dispute peacefully; ceasefire; whenever peace is threatened; to
enforce its decisions; military action; administrative guidance; current;
renewable.

Task 4. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following
Russian words and word-combinations.

KitoueBbie  Bompochl; 2/3  OOJIBIIMHCTBA; TOCTOSIHHBIE  YJICHBI,
BBIOMPAIOTCS HA JBYXTOAUYHBIN MIEPUOJT; BETO; YrpO3a MEXAYHAPOIHOMY MUPY;
MHUPOTBOpPUYCCKAsA MHCCHUA, HAJOXHUTbL OKOHOMHUUYCCKHUC CaHKIOHH, B PCAKHUX
cinyyasx; 3amnpet; mrad-kBaptupa OOH HaxoauTcs B Hbfo-floplce; KOTOPBIN
3aHAT nocT B ssHBape 2007 roxa.

Task 5. Define if the following sentences are true or false.

1) The United Nations (UN) was created at the beginning of World
War II.

2) The most powerful part of the United Nations is the Security
Council, with responsibility for maintaining peace and
international security.

3) There are 20 Council members.

4) The head of the Secretary-General provides overall administrative
guidance.

5) The UN headquarters are in Brussels.

Task 6. Answer the questions to the text.

1) What is the United Nations?

2) How many members does the United Nations include?

3) Which issues do the member countries of the United Nations
discuss?

4) What does the Secretariat consist of?

Task 7. Sum up the contents of the text.
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